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• Chelsea Clock is the oldest, and one of the largest, clock making companies 
in the US 

• Since 1897, designing and meticulously crafting some of the world's most 
exquisite time machines

• Continue to operate at original factory and corporate headquarters in 
Chelsea, Massachusetts

About Us

Mission

Products 
& 

Services

Introduction

• Manufacture and maintain the finest clocks made in America
• Create products that appeal to a range of customers in the corporate, 

consumer, government, and marine markets

• Diverse line of clocks ranging from the classic Ship’s Bell collection, the 
company’s first and flagship product, to the new Executive Desk collection

• Accessories including hand crafted wood mounting bases and plaques 
• Customization via engraving and logo design options
• Repair, maintenance,  and restoration 
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History

Charles Pearson 
acquires Boston 
Clock Company 
and renames it 
Chelsea Clock 

1897 

First Ship’s Bell 
mechanism is designed 
and patented

1900 

Production 
begins for 
automobile 
clocks for clients 
such as Rolls 
Royce, Packard, 
and Studebaker 

1903 

U.S. Gov’t orders marine 
clocks in increasing 
quantities – as a result 
Boston Clock was formed 
(a separate brand for 
clocks the company 
manufactured to meet 
government standards.

1906-20’s 1928 

William Neagle assumes 
ownership  over Chelsea after 
Pearson’s death

1930’s 

Neagle makes drastic 
inventory and cost reductions 
Neagle to keep Chelsea afloat 
during the Great Depression 

1940’s 

Chelsea’s role as a 
government supplier during 
WWII helped offset declining 
consumer sales. 

1945’s 

Neagle retired and sold  the 
company to longtime 
employees George King and 
Walter Mutz.

1970 

Mutz and King sold Chelsea to 
Automation Industries, where 
Chelsea became part of the 
marine division. Chelsea 
introduced its Boston Ship’s 
Strike brand.

1972 

Automation sold Chelsea to 
Bunker Ramo Corporation who, 
among many things, was the 
nation’s largest producer of 
automotive clocks. 

1978 

Company is sold to Rick 
Leavitt, a native 
Bostonian, avid sailor, 
and former corporate 
auditor. 

2005 

After leading 
Chelsea for more 
than 25 years, 
Leavitt, sold the 
company to JK 
Nicholas, a business 
consultant, 
entrepreneur, and 
longtime collector of 
Chelsea clocks

The Chelsea Clock Company was born of a long and rich tradition of clock making in 
America. While most of the nation’s fine clock companies have faded into history, 
Chelsea Clock continues as the standard for excellence in the manufacture, service, 
and restoration of fine timepieces for home and maritime use. 
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Management

John K. Nicholas, Owner CEO

JK Nicholas, the principal owner of Chelsea Clock, purchased the company in 2005. JK is a graduate of 
Duke University and later received his MBA from Duke’s Fuqua School of Business. JK has spent most of 
his career in the consulting business with Ernst & Young and The Parthenon Group. Just prior to joining 
Chelsea Clock he was co-founder, with his brother Peter Nicholas, of NorthPoint Domain, a custom 
developer of internet based products for the health care field.

Anthony LaChapelle, COO

Tony LaChapelle has spent most of his career in the luxury gift segment of the consumer goods market. 
Tony attended Suffolk University and is a graduate of Harvard Business School’s Advanced Management 
Program. He was EVP at Reed & Barton, President of Towle Silver, and President COO of Simon Pearce, 
a high end hand blown glass company. Prior to joining Chelsea Clock Tony was an Operating Partner at 
Hastings Equity, a Private Equity firm in the Boston area.

Arthur Griffin, Director of Manufacturing

Arthur Griffin has been an operations management and manufacturing professional for nearly twenty 
years, holding the position of Director of Operations with companies such as Digimarc and Seabrook 
International before joining Chelsea Clock. Arthur holds a BS in Business Administration from the 
University of Massachusetts as well as an MBA from Western New England College.
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What Makes 
Chelsea Unique
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The Chelsea Difference
• Made in the USA: Chelsea is the only US clock company to manufacture its own movements

• Product Weight: Solid forged brass cases

• Flawless Finish: Cases are individually hand finished and lacquered

• Reputable Style:  Designs, shapes and sizes that appeal to a variety of tastes

• Hand Made: No assembly line or mass production

• Skilled Employees: Clock makers and technicians are certified by the country’s leading industry 

associations

A Few of the 365 Gold-Plated Parts 
of a Ship’s Bell Mechanism

A Fine Horse Hair Brush Used to Hand-Silver a 
Ship’s Bell Dial 8

Forgings and Parts Shown with Custom 
Machinery dating from World War II
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Notable Chelsea Owners

Bob Hope

President Wilson

President Eisenhower

Governor Duval Patrick

Elvis Presley

Mitt Romney

President Truman

Aristotle Onasis

Senator Edward Kennedy
Condoleezza Rice
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Our Products
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Special Edition & Ships Bell Series

Ship’s Bell, Brass
Traditional Base
Model 27011
$2050.00

Mariner
Model 2003
$3,750.00

Ship's Bell Clock & Barometer, Nickel
Double Base
Model 90501/90625/24356
$2750.00

Ship’s Bell, Nickel
Contemporary  Base
Model 90501/24355
$2075.00

Special Grand
Model 2003
$3550.00

Centennial
Model 20920
$2700.00
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Executive Desk Collection

Executive Desk Collection 

Embassy
Model 20860
$350.00

Constitution
Model 20886
$340.00

Round Desk Set
Model 90984
$275.00

Round Desk Set
Model 20985
$275.00

Chatham
Model 20864
$300.00

Chatham Desk Set
Model 90986
$350.00

Chatham Desk Set
Model 90986
$350.00

Dartmouth (Brass)
Model 20989
$475.00
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Nautical Items

Ship Strike on Traditional Base
Model 97041
$975.00

Black Flag Clock & Barometer, Bookends
Model 27104
$850.00

Brewster Paperweight
Model 90990
$160.00

Nautical Tide/Time Clock & Barometer, Double Base
Model 40067/40133/24356
$775.00

Paperweight Compass
Model 20982
$95.00

12/24 Hour Clock, Contemporary  
Base
Model 90069/24355
$450.00
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Customization 
Services



15

Chelsea Clock offers various customization services, ranging from engraving to silk screening and 
embossing, which enables our customers to design a unique and personalized gift. 

Engraving
� Engraving is provided on clock cases as well as engraving plates (sold separately)
� Additional Options - Blackened engraving, Signatures and Monograms are also available

Embossing
� Embossing is created using die striking, acid etching, silvering and polishing 
� Available only on Button Clock (20959)
� Minimum order is 50 pieces

Screen Printing
� Logo can be screen printed directly on the clock face in multiple colors as needed
� Minimum order is one piece and lead-time is 2-3 weeks from receipt of artwork 
� A one-time setup charge applies in order to digitize the logo in house

Customizing a Chelsea

Three color, enamel filled 
embossed dial on Button clock

Screen printed logo on Shipstrike dial
Blackened engraving on Ship’s Bell Dial

Straight-line engraving shown on  
2x3 nickel plate
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Repair and 
Restoration
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The largest and only facility of its kind in 
the United States, Chelsea Clock’s 
Repair and Restoration division is 
exclusively devoted to servicing fine 
mechanical, quartz and striking clocks.

Our expert clockmakers are skilled in old 
world techniques, and collectively have 
more than 100 years of experience. 

Repair & Restoration

For more than a century, they have been 
servicing, repairing, and painstakingly 
restoring Chelsea and many other 
brands of heirloom mechanical clocks-
including many owned by presidents and 
other individuals of prominence 
throughout the world. 


